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Welcome to Grayshott Stagers latest Newsletter.

We consider ourselves privileged to be one of the 

first, if not the first, amateur dramatic society to 

produce ‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’ in this part of 

the country. Licences to amateurs were only 

released in January 2016 and we were quick off 

the mark to submit our application. 

Like most productions there have been ups and 

downs during the rehearsal period. Unfortunately 

our lowest point was when our scenery shed was 

robbed for the second time in six weeks at the 

beginning of January, with many vintage 

costumes/uniforms and props being taken. I 

would like to thank everyone who has kindly 

donated costumes and props to us since January 

to help us replace some of the items we lost. As I 

was notifying members about this I felt the name 

of the musical was perhaps a little prophetic.  

Our highs include that for this production we have 

a new musical director in Chris Snelling, who we 

hope will want to work with us again.   We’ve 

also attracted some new members to the society; 

persuaded one member of our stage crew to step 

out from the wings for their first musical with 

Stagers and an ‘old’ friend has returned to be on 

stage with us. I’ll leave it up to you stalwarts to 

identify the personnel concerned.    

As usual, as well as the cast of this show we have 

amazing teams backstage and front of house. Al-

though I’m being presumptuous I’d ask you to 

think of them too when you offer any applause at 

the end of the evening.

Laura
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It is with great sadness that I report the 

passing after a long battle with cancer of 

James Thonger (1960-2017). Brezetta 

says:

‘It is with a shattered heart 

that I say that my hugely 

brave hero very peacefully 

left our world with us by his 

bedside. To quote Tolkien/ 

Ian McKellan when speaking 

to a hobbit......"the journey 

doesn't end here. Death is just another 

path, one that we all must take". Well, he 

deserves the best adventure ever! Words 

fail me somewhat at the moment but I 

thank you for the encouraging well wishes 

and I thank my boy with all my heart for 

steadying the boat while we are on such 

very troubled waters.’

I also have to report that Shirley Jelliss’s 

son, Stephen, died recently from a brain 

tumour.

We send our deepest condolences to 

Brezetta, Michael and Shirley.

Alan Walker suffered a stroke shortly after 

our One Act Plays.  He is now recovering 

well and we send him and Marian our best 

wishes.

Congratulations go to Barbie and Ian 

Badger who recently celebrated their 

Golden Wedding Anniversary.
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Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, the musical, is 

based on the 1988 film of the same name 

which starred Michael Caine and Steve 

Martin – so a good comedy pedigree.

It’s summer in Beaumont 

sur Mer (based on 

Beaulieu sur Mer, which is 

situated between Nice and 

Monaco) a glamorous 

resort on the French 

Riviera. The season is just 

beginning for the town’s 

leading citizen, con-artist 

Lawrence Jameson, who is 

posing as the deposed 

Prince of a fictional 

country. Just after 

Lawrence meets Freddy he 

is warned by his 

bodyguard, Inspector 

André Thibault, that a 

young American con artist nicknamed 

‘The Jackal’ has been working his way 

along the south coast of France.   In what 

follows you’ll find out that Lawrence 

isn’t keen to be beaten at his own game.

I hope the cast will agree with me that we 

have had a lot of laughs in rehearsals.   

Both Chris (the MD) and I have both said 

that we can’t find any song that we’re not 

so keen on – there’s usually one in a 

show. We also both find that our 

favourite song changes almost day to day. 

Hopefully from this you can see that the 

script is very funny 

and the music catchy. 

Make sure you book 

your tickets soon. 

We’re aiming to send 

you home humming 

the songs to yourself 

having had a 

thoroughly enjoyable 

evening.        

Also please bear in 

mind that we’re 

always needing help 

front of house. We 

need 8 people each 

night for this team. 

If you think you can 

help please contact Susie Gow (01420 

475775).

Performances are on 24th to 27th May at 

the Grayshott Village Hall and tickets are 

available at www.grayshottstagers.co.uk 

or, from 8th May, at Hill & Co (Home), 

Headley Road, Grayshott.

Laura
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The Inter-Society Quiz was held on 

Friday, 3rd March at the Midhurst 

Memorial Hall, Midhurst.

Midhurst Players came first with 

Haslemere Thespians second and the 

Stagers just one point behind in third. 

Our team of Helen Coyte, Simon Coyte, 

Trudy Bayless-Hathaway, Abi White, 

Shirley Jelliss and Rachel Perkins are to 

be congratulated on a sterling job.
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Date Event Venue Time

2017

Thursday to Saturday

11th to 13th to May

Haslemere Thespians Performances of

'Don't Dress for Dinner’
Haslemere Hall

See Thespians’ 

Web Site

Wednesday to

Saturday 24th to 27th May

Performances of

‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’

Grayshott Village 

Hall
7:30pm

Friday to Saturday

2nd & 3rd June

Haslemere Players Performances of

'Show Stoppers’ Haslemere Hall
See Players’ Web 

Site

Tuesday to Saturday

13th to 17th June

FAOS Performances of

'9 to 5’
Farnham Maltings

See FAOS’s Web 

Site

Saturday 10th June Stagers’ Summer BBQ Susie Gow’s House To be confirmed

Wednesday 22th June Read through of ‘Quartet’
Grayshott Village 

Hall (Studio)
7.30pm

Saturday 15th July Auditions for ‘Quartet’
Grayshott Village 

Hall
2.00pm

Tuesday to Saturday 24th

to 28th October

Haslemere Players Performances of

'My Fair Lady’
Haslemere Hall

See Players’ Web 

Site

Thursday to Saturday

16th to 18th  November

Performances of

'Quartet’

Grayshott Village 

Hall
7.30pm

Friday 8th December Stagers’ Quiz with Hot Bites
Grayshott Village 

Hall, Small Hall
7.30pm

Newsletter compiled & edited by Peter Budd

‘QUARTET’ - NOVEMBER 2017‘QUARTET’ - NOVEMBER 2017‘QUARTET’ - NOVEMBER 2017‘QUARTET’ - NOVEMBER 2017

Our November play this year is ‘Quartet’ 

by Ronald Harwood and will be directed by 

Brezetta Thonger.

Cecily, Reggie and Wilfred reside in a 

home for retired opera singers in Kent, 

England. Each year, on the tenth of October, 

there is a concert to celebrate Verdi's 

birthday. Jean, who used to be married to 

Reggie, arrives at the home and disrupts 

their equilibrium. She still acts like a diva 

and refuses to sing. But the show must go 

on in this funny and poignant play by the 

author of ‘Another Time’, ‘The Dresser’ 

and ‘Interpreters’ that premiered at the 

Albery Theatre, London.

The casting is for two men and two women.

Please note the change of the read 

through which will be on Wednesday 

22th June at 7.30pm in the Studio with 

auditions on Saturday 15th July at 2.00pm 

in the Main Hall.
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Keep abreast of the latest news at

www.grayshottstagers.co.uk

One Act Plays - Budget ReportOne Act Plays - Budget ReportOne Act Plays - Budget ReportOne Act Plays - Budget Report




