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Message from the ChairMessage from the ChairMessage from the ChairMessage from the Chair
Welcome to our Newsletter.    It’s been over a year now 

since the last and we’ve relied on emails and information 

posted on our website to keep you up to date with Stagers’ 

productions and news. We thought you might like a 

‘proper’ newsletter again.

As we approach the AGM in September and are making 

decisions about our future activities, I’ve been looking 

back over this last year’s productions.   I am extremely 

proud that we have continued to entertain audiences with 

an excellent and varied programme.   We’ve also been 

recognised again by NODA, our production of  “The 39 

Steps”, directed by Andrew Boughton, being awarded one 

of their Accolades of Dramatic Excellence. This means that 

we’ve received an Accolade two years’ running for an 

autumn play and Ian Wilson-Soppitt has already taken up 

the challenge for “Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime”, being 

staged this November, and started rehearsing the cast!  

The Awards Ceremony is reported on later in the newsletter.

The evenings of One Act Plays and Supper in February were, 

as always, very successful and well received. Two enjoya-

ble plays were presented, Shirley Jelliss directing “White 

Lies” by Richard James and Paul Bailey “Departure” by 

Stephen Smith. Our ‘in-house’ caterers, Sylvia Boddington 

and Pauleen Dowsett, produced excellent, much-appreci-

ated meals and the evenings provided the society with a 

profit of just over £1,750.    These events, although very 

rewarding, are hard work and we always require the help 

and support of as many of our members as possible.

Then in April it was a great pleasure for the society to stage 

a musical show that meant so much to our director and 

several members of the cast.  The beautifully orchestrated 

and atmospheric music for  “The Night Maxie Tortellini Hit 

Big Lola Latrobe’s” (“Maxie” for short) was written by 

Laura Musco’s father, Peter Brittian.  When first staged in 

1988 by The Portable Theatre Company, Heather Legat 

played ‘Lola’.  For our production Heather directed the 

show, with Edward Roberts as M.D.  Family and friends 

joined our ‘usual’ performers, six cast members appearing 

on stage with the society for the first time. It was a happy 

and memorable experience.  This Newsletter includes the 

review of the show.

It’s been difficult to resist making the following announce-

ment until now but I am delighted to say that our Spring 

Musical, to be performed in May 2016, will be “Acorn 

Antiques - The Musical”, a show based on the original spoof 

soap opera written by Victoria Wood.  Andrew Boughton, 

following his recent success with “The 39 Steps”, will direct 

it and Rob Miller, who last worked with us on “Nunsense”, 

will be our Musical Director.  Do read Andy’s article.

I look forward to the year to come and hope that you will 

be able to help us make it another successful one, in 

whatever capacity you feel able.   We are so fortunate to 

have the use of the excellent facilities in Grayshott Village 

Hall for rehearsals and performances and these now in-

clude a new Studio, which has already been much admired.  

Many societies are not so lucky.   If you know of anyone 

interested in Amateur Theatre, do recommend us as we 

have a lot to offer them, both on and off stage.  Why not 

encourage them to be involved with our One-Acts and 

Supper evenings?

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible over 

the coming months.

Warmest wishes, Jennifer 

TOP STORY - NODA AWARD - “The 39 Steps”TOP STORY - NODA AWARD - “The 39 Steps”TOP STORY - NODA AWARD - “The 39 Steps”TOP STORY - NODA AWARD - “The 39 Steps”

Another award for The Grayshott Stagers from 

NODA (National Operatic and Dramatic Association)

Last year the Royal Hippodrome Theatre, East-

bourne and this year the Wessex Arts Centre, Alton 

College, but both venues for the NODA South East 

Regional AGM and Awards Presentations and both 

occasions when The Grayshott Stagers was awarded 

an “Accolade of Dramatic Excellence”!

Last year our production of “A Laughing Matter” was 

recognised and this year it was the turn of “The 39 

Steps”, directed by Andrew Boughton and staged in 

November 2014.  Unfortunately Andy was unable to 

attend the ceremony, due to a prior engagement 

driving in Europe on a Classic Car tour.   He must be 

avoiding NODA events, as the last time he directed a 

play for us -  “Daisy Pulls it Off” in 1990  - he was also 

otherwise engaged when it came to collecting its 

award!   When he heard of the award Andy 
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responded: "I am so pleased that the efforts of so 

many people in staging such a challenging play as 39 

Steps have been recognised publicly. I feel very hon-

oured to have been involved so deeply with the 

production and to have worked with such enthusias-

tic and supportive on- and off-stage teams.” 

The Stagers was represented at Alton by Jennifer 

Charters, Susie Dean, John and Pauleen Dowsett, 

and Steffen Zschaler. 

We were reminded during the AGM that there are 

254 member societies in the SE NODA region, which 

is divided into 19 districts, most districts being 

awarded just one accolade for a dramatic and anoth-

er for a musical production per year.  Some districts 

with relatively more societies receive 2 awards per 

category and Pantomime is now an additional cate-

gory. Forgive the statistics but hopefully they serve 

to indicate how well we have done!

The award was recommended by Barbara Fairclough, 

our District 11 Regional Representative, and en-

dorsed by the Regional Counsellor, Kay Rowan. Bar-

bara said that she’d been impressed by the pace, 

energy and humour of our production of “The 39 

Steps”.

It was interesting to hear of the other societies and 

their choice of plays and musicals.  Details will soon 

be placed on the NODA website.

I’ll be watching their website for news of next year’s 

venue.  It would be good to attend for a third year in 

a row!

Barbara Fairclough - Steffen Zschaler - Jennifer Charters - Susie Dean - John Dowsett

We are very pleased to announce that the 2016 

Musical will be Victoria Wood’s “Acorn An-

tiques - The Musical”. This will be directed by 

Andy Boughton with Rob Miller as Musical Direc-

tor. Andy writes:

“When I accepted the invitation to direct the 

Stagers’ 2016 musical shortly after the success-

ful completion of “The 39 Steps”, little did I 

realise that the choosing of a show suited to the 

Stagers and one which would comply with a 

lengthy list of parameters, would be such a 

challenge.  However, the choice of “Acorn An-

tiques – The Musical” is, in my opinion, a stroke 

of genius!  Its choice has certainly inspired me 

and I am very much looking forward to taking 

on this show of richly visual comedy.  Very 

quirky and ‘tongue in cheek’ and right up my 

street.  Thank you Susie and Jennifer for your 

patience and determination to get the right one.

“The show, written by Victoria Wood, was direct-

ed by Trevor Nunn for its original 2005 run in 

the West End. Written as a musical within a 

musical it starred Julie Walters and Celia Imrie 

as well as Victoria Wood herself.  It was well 

received and completed a three month sell-out 

run before being revived the following year for 

a very successful UK tour as a slimmer version 

of its original, and overly long, self.  If parodies 

and spoofs and the art of coarse acting interest 

you, then this could be what you are looking 

for; I hope so!”

2016 Spring Musical - “Acorn Antiques”2016 Spring Musical - “Acorn Antiques”2016 Spring Musical - “Acorn Antiques”2016 Spring Musical - “Acorn Antiques”
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Musical theatre remains alive and vibrant in Grayshott.  Last 

week’s production of “The Night Maxie Tortellini Hit Big 

Lola Latrobe’s”, by The Grayshott Stagers provided a memo-

rable evening of fun and entertainment.  Not a show which 

comes readily to mind, but one which deserves frequent 

staging. A “Bugsy Malone for adults” could loosely give the 

general gist of this musical, but only because of its setting 

in 1920’s Chicago with its hoodlums and molls, prohibited 

liquor and violin cases.  The story line is a pastiche of person-

al biographies of a diverse collection of characters brought 

together by the common denominator, Lola Latrobe, the 

nightclub owning ‘madame’ in a male-dominated world of 

things strictly below board.

Maxie was written for, and first performed in 1988 by, The 

Portable Theatre Company, as a supper evening entertain-

ment near Dorking, with director Heather Legat playing Lola. 

With music for Maxie written by Peter Brittian, father of 

Laura Musco, playing the role of Ramona in this production 

and with Laura’s husband Steve playing Angelo Graziani, 

this production has a real ‘family’ feel about it.

Under the expert directions of Heather Legat and Edward 

Roberts the Stagers are to be congratulated on serving up a 

first class show. The staging of ‘Maxie’ was excellent.  A 

mobile and simple set design ensured swift changes be-

tween scenes and the colourful and effective stage lighting 

was pleasing to the eye.  Heather Legat’s considerable 

experience of musical theatre was very much in evidence as 

the cast excelled and delivered a professional standard 

production.  The music and orchestration were superbly 

directed by Edward Roberts and the combo of piano, clari-

net, guitar, bass and drums added greatly to the evening’s 

pleasure.

Abi White, playing the title role of Lola Latrobe, did so with 

assured confidence leaving no-one in any doubt as to who 

was boss. She sang beautifully leaving the audience want-

ing more. Her real-life husband, Joe, made an impressive 

Stagers debut playing the gormless, but likeable, Brains and 

he introduced a much appreciated thread of comedy 

throughout. Ellis Nicholls playing the second title role of 

Maxie Tortellini, provided a quintessential portrayal of a 

well-tamed tough guy, all heart and harmlessness!  Alexan-

dra Yates and Bethany Magennis-Prior, as Casino Club girls, 

were a delight to watch; they sparkled throughout as they 

danced and sang. Laura Musco, Melanie Tyrell, Hazel Bur-

rows and Jennifer Charters added a fair measure of glam-

our to “the best in town floorshow”. The hoodlum gangs of 

Tortellini and Graziani, composed of Ellis, Steve Musco, 

John Dowsett, David Gow, David Landau and Ian Canavan 

provided exactly the right blend of menace and comedy 

and hit the highlights with their rendition of The Meanest 

Guys.  Richard White as Tony di Martino, the nightclub 

singer with an eye for the pretty girls, provided a strong link 

as he crooned his way through the story.

Finally, Fingers Rafferty, the unappreciated club pianist 

whose finest years were gone, was played from the orches-

tra pit, by Robert Gillman. As the show’s real accompanist, 

Robert provided perfectly the story’s pathos with his repet-

itive lament “I was the best”; “Yes was the best Rafferty, 

was the best.”. 

If “Maxie” intended to portray the sleaziness associated 

with downtown Chicago during prohibition, then it proba-

bly fell short. This show was too well costumed for that; far 

too glitzy, spoofy and fun. A show in which menace translat-

ed into joy and celebration and Lola got her man – Tootles 

Tortellini!  I do wish old Fingers hadn’t topped himself at the 

end, but I’m a sentimentalist!  Well done the Stagers for 

pulling off another success! 

AJDB. April 2015

Critique for “Maxie Tortellini “Critique for “Maxie Tortellini “Critique for “Maxie Tortellini “Critique for “Maxie Tortellini “

“Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime” - The Cast“Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime” - The Cast“Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime” - The Cast“Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime” - The Cast

Baines .......................................... Ian Wilson-Soppitt

Lord Arthur Savile ........................ Steffen Zschaler

Sybil Merton ................................ Rachel Perkins

The Dean of Paddington .............. Paul Bailey

Lady Windermere ........................ Jennifer Charters

Lady Clementina Beauchamp ...... Angie Hilder

Lady Julia Merton ........................ Sara Wilson-Soppitt

Mr Podger ................................... Ellis Nicholls

Nellie ........................................... Gloria Simpson

Herr Winkelkoff ........................... John Hilder

Director - Ian Wilson-Soppitt

Performance Dates  - 12th to 14th November 2015
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Date Event Venue Time

Friday 11th September AGM
Small Hall

Grayshott Village Hall
8.00pm

Thursday to Saturday

1st to 3rd October

Haslemere Thespians' performances of

"'Allo 'Allo"
Haslemere Hall

See Thespians

Website

Wednesday

23rd September

Read Through and Auditions for

February One Act Plays

Studio

Grayshott Village Hall
7.45pm

Wednesday

30th September

Presentation of

“Acorn Antiques”

Studio

Grayshott Village Hall
7.45pm

Monday 5th,

Tuesday 6th

& Tuesday 13th October

Audition Rehearsals for

“Acorn Antiques”

Common Room

Grayshott Village Hall
7.45pm

Friday 16th October
Auditions for

“Acorn Antiques” 
Grayshott Village Hall 7.15pm

Tuesday to Saturday

20th to 24th October

Haslemere Players' performances of

"How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying"

Haslemere Hall
See Players Website

Thursday to Saturday

12th to 14th November

Performances of

"Lord Arthur Savile's Crime"
Grayshott Village Hall 7.30pm

Friday 12th December Quiz
Small Hall

Grayshott Village Hall
7.30pm

2016

8th, 9th, 10th, 15th, 16th

January

Haslemere Thespians' performances of

"Little Red Riding Hood"

Haslemere Hall See Thespians

Website

Tuesday to Saturday

26th to 30th January

Farnham Operatic's performances of

"Whistle Down The Wind"
Farnham Maltings See FAOS Website

Friday & Saturday

19th & 20th February
February One Act Plays Grayshott Village Hall 7.30pm

Tuesday to Saturday

15th to 19th March

Haslemere Players' performances of

"Sister Act"
Haslemere Hall See Players Website

Wednesday to Saturday

25th to 28th May

Performances of

“Acorn Antiques”
Grayshott Village Hall 7.30pm

Diary of EventsDiary of EventsDiary of EventsDiary of Events

SOCIALSOCIALSOCIALSOCIAL
We have been able to provide excellent teams for both the Inter-Society Quiz last 

November and the St Luke’s, Grayshott Quiz Evening in March of this year.  Both 

did us credit by coming second!

Talking of quizzes come and join us in the Small Hall (Grayshott Village Hall) on 

Friday 12th December at 7.30pm for a fun evening of games and quizzes. Nibbles, 

tea and coffee will be available. Feel free to bring a bottle. Please let Pauleen 

Dowsett (01428 717796) know you if would like to come along and join the fun.                                                                                     

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP

Congratulations to 

Heather and Tony 

Legat who celebrated 

their Ruby Wedding An-

niversary on 26th July.

“Very exciting news to be able to confirm that I shall be directing “Quartet” by Ronald Harwood in November 

2016. Following the very successful film starring Maggie Smith it will be wonderful to create the stage 

production with a most impressive script. Will keep you informed!” Brezetta 

Performances - 17th - 19th November 2016 - Grayshott Village Hall

..........and for November 2016..........and for November 2016..........and for November 2016..........and for November 2016
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Initial 

Budget

Final 

Budget

Actual

5040 Acting Fees 182.00 182.00 188.00

5100 Tickets Sales - Shows 3,450.00 3,450.00 2,390.05

5130 Refreshments - Sales 60.00 60.00 99.50

5140 Bar - Sales 570.00 570.00 356.21

5150 Raffle - Sales 210.00 210.00 190.00

5160 Programme - Sales 150.00 150.00 124.00

5170 Programme - Advertising Sales 350.00 350.00 354.00

Total Income 4,972.00 4,972.00 3,701.76

1200 Royalties 518.00 518.00 358.45

1210 Premises License - EHDC 21.00 21.00 16.80

1330 Printing - Programme 250.00 250.00 208.00

1340 Printing - Tickets 90.00 90.00 89.33

1350 Publicity 150.00 150.00 119.28

1360 Rehearsal Material Hire/Purchase 351.00 351.00 292.50

2000 Hall Hire - Grayshott Village Hall 1,600.00 1,600.00 1,638.11

2020 Hall Hire - Other Venues 0.00 0.00 70.00

2110 Set Construction 100.00 100.00 118.56

2120 Properties 60.00 60.00 36.53

2130 Lighting 10.00 10.00 0.00

2150 Sound Enhancement 60.00 60.00 48.00

2160 Wardrobe 500.00 500.00 81.33

2170 Make-Up 25.00 25.00 0.00

2180 Hair & Wigs 200.00 200.00 0.00

2200 Accompanists - Rehearsals 1,300.00 1,270.00 1,240.00

2210 Orchestra - Grayshott 1,200.00 1,230.00 1,190.00

2250 Piano Tuning 50.00 50.00 55.00

3010 Refreshment Expenses 30.00 30.00 32.25

3020 Bar - Expenses 300.00 300.00 105.65

3030 Raffle - Expenses 30.00 40.00 38.92

3100 Gifts & Subscriptions Outgoing 25.00 25.00 6.36

3200 Miscellaneous / Contingency 40.00 30.00 0.00

8010 Pay Pal Fees 30.00 30.00 43.70

Total Expenditure 6,940.00 6,940.00 5,788.77

Profit/(Loss) (1,968.00) (1,968.00) (2,087.01)

Memoranda

Refreshments - Nett Profit 30.00 30.00 67.25

Bar - Nett Profit 270.00 270.00 250.56

Raffle - Nett Profit 180.00 170.00 151.08

Programme - Nett Profit 250.00 250.00 270.00

Total 730.00 720.00 738.89

Ticket Sales Paid Comp Total %

Wednesday 32 0 32 18%

Thursday 25 0 25 14%

Friday 93 2 95 55%

Saturday 62 2 64 37%

Total 212 4 216 31%

Average assuming 216 over 3 nights 41%

““““MAXIE TORTELLINI” - FINANCIAL REPORTMAXIE TORTELLINI” - FINANCIAL REPORTMAXIE TORTELLINI” - FINANCIAL REPORTMAXIE TORTELLINI” - FINANCIAL REPORT

Keep abreast of the latest news at

www.grayshottstagers.co.uk


